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their own Committees, by certain religious Orders, by
Borough Council, or by charitable effort of other
kinds.

The total accommodation of all kinds afforded by
the 151 Homes within the Area is considerable,
amounting to 4,195 beds for adults and 735 for infants
and children. Two years ago the accommodation was
still larger, since no fexver than 23 Homes have
recently closed down, while only six new Homes have
been opened. A somewhat serious aspect of this
retrograde step is that more than half the Homes lost
were Maternity Homes. The loss of accommodation
on balance during these two years has amounted to
nearly 400 beds and 33 cots. These Homes were
nearly all lost owing to lack of funds to meet the
expenses of the \vork and it is probable that if their
activities could have been made known more widely,
and their value recognized by the general public, this
unfortunate set-back would have been avoided.

Co-ordination

Except in the case of certain groups affiliated to an
Agency inter-communication between the Homes and
co-ordination of their w^ork is, generally speaking,
conspicuous by its absence. Less than half of the
institutions are on the telephone. While many of the
matrons and superintendents strive to keep in touch
with other Homes of similar type, at least in their
own neighbourhood, there are others who work in
" water-tight compartments/' taking in those appli-
cants whom they happen to encounter, dealing with
them in their own way, and in some cases displaying
little interest in work which is being done elsewhere
or in new developments.

This attitude is probably inevitable; it is a relic of
other days and older methods; it survives here and